
 

 

 

 
RESERVATION FACTS 
 
1. Altogether, 566 federally recognized American Indian tribes exist in the U.S.1  NRC works on 

65 of these reservations that are isolated and poverty-stricken.   
 
2. The overall living conditions on some reservations have been cited as “comparable to the 

Third World.” NRC’s Program Partners tend to agree with this.2 
 
3. Access to jobs is limited on the reservations. Unemployment ranges from 35% to 85%, 

depending on the community. Overall unemployment for American Indians is about 49%.3 
 
4. Many American Indians work full-time yet still fall below poverty level. Poverty ranges from 

38% to 63% of the population on Navajo, Rosebud, Pine Ridge, Lower Brule, Crow Creek, 
and other reservations in NRC’s service area.4  

 
5. From 30-43% of American Indian children are living in poverty.5  
 
6. The high school dropout rate for American Indian students is 30 to 70%, depending on the 

reservation and the state. About 11% of American Indians have a college degree, compared 
to 24% of their Caucasian peers.6 

 
7. Some 23% of American Indian households experience low food insecurity – more so than 

other families in the US. Low food security means uncertain or limited access to enough 
food for an active healthy life, typically because of a lack of money or access.7    

 
8. Suicide rates for American Indians between the ages of 15 and 24 are 3 times the national 

average – and the second leading cause of death for their age group 8 
 
9. Life expectancy for American Indians has improved yet still trails that of other Americans by 

a few years. American Indians have a diabetes epidemic – the highest in the U.S. The 
tuberculosis rate for American Indians is 7 times higher. Cancer-related disparities for 
American Indians are higher than for any minority group in the U.S., mainly due to poverty 
and lack of access. 9 

 
10. There is a housing crisis in Indian country. About 90,000 American Indian families are 

homeless or under-housed – and 40% of on-reservation housing is considered inadequate.10 
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